ANNUAL REPORT 2011


The Treasure Valley Beekeepers Club had a great 2011!  We currently have 200 registered members in the club, which is up from 170 in 2010.  The club has grown 8 times larger since January 21st, 2008 when the club was created.

The club continues to conduct monthly meetings on the 3rd Monday of each month.  The meetings take place at The Elks Club on Fairview Avenue, Boise, Idaho.  Kevin Duesman is a member of the Elks Club and gained access for our club to meet their.  Generally, we have about 90 members in attendance for those meetings.

The Board Members in 2011 were as follows:

Chief Drone: Jeff Bergland
Vice Drone: Tony Marker
Worker Bee: Karla Kimball
Keeper of the Envelope (treasurer): Dick Knapp
Web Queen: MJ Oresik


 Club Website - The Club continues to maintain a website and a web forum at the following Internet site: http://idabees.org/    

 MJ Oresik completely updated the website in September and it looks fantastic!  The website provides meeting notifications, links to articles and information on beekeeping, a swarm catching list for the public’s use, a calendar of current events and a general description of the Club leadership.  

Backyard Beekeeper Co-op - MJ Oresik has added a Google Map location of beekeepers in the club that are interested in joining her Backyard Beekeeper (Co-op) program.  The purpose if this program is to try and help homeowner place hives on their property for pollination purposes, plus provide an educational experience for the homeowner.  At the end of the season MJ splits the honey with the homeowner.  This cost to place a hive in 2012 will be $170.00.

Finances - Financially the club has a yearend balance of $964.32. Our current balance is attributed to fundraising that we have done throughout the year like club raffles, donations and honey stick sales at the Western Idaho Fair.  In late November we sent, and partially paid for, our Mentors to attend the IHIA Convention.  Additionally, the club gave some gift baskets to the guest speakers at our Hobbyist Session, which has been a club practice since 2008.

Club Extractors - This past year, due to a sufficient balance in our club checking account, the Board decided to buy a new, 4 frame extractor, hot knife, filters and honey bucket which will all be rented out to club members that are current on their dues.  The rental fee will be $5.00.  Since we still have our older extractor, we decided to buy a hot knife for it, plus filters and honey bucket.  That made two complete extractor packages for our membership.  During the winter months these 2 extractors will be stored at Kevin Duesman’s home.  This past August, Doug Cleveland, one of our Nampa Mentors, offered one of his extractors to the club for rental as well. Doug will store it at his home.   In November, Doug Cleveland decided to donate another two frame extractor to the club which will be housed at Jeff Bergland home in Boise.  It is the plan, for 2012, to purchase a hot knife, filters and honey bucket for this extractor as well and make it available to the club for a $5.00 rental fee.  The extractors are available to all club members that are current on their annual dues and all fees collected from extractor rentals go to our club treasurer for deposit into our bank account.

Mentor Program - The Board decided in the spring that it would be a great idea to formally establish Club Mentors.  At that time Steve Sweet, Kevin Duesman, Frank Grover and Doug Cleveland volunteered to take on that responsibility.  Later this fall Emma Arnold volunteered as well.  There function will be to make announcements at our monthly club meetings about what the club should be doing.  Additionally, they will do hive inspections, upon request, for club members that are current on their annual dues.

Swarm Captures - Swarm captures by the club in 2011 went fairly well and we documented a total of 227 captures, although we are sure this number is much higher due to some members not sending in swarm capture numbers.  Swarm capture numbers are down from 2010, and even lower than 2009 when the club was capturing between 400 and 500 swarms.  This year Jon Pingree captured at total of 30 swarms which was the highest number in the club.  Great job Jon!  Also, the Board decided 2011, that in order to be placed on the Swarm List, you must be current on your yearly dues.

Build it and they will Come and Woodenware – This is a concept developed and implemented by Kevin Duesman to help new beekeepers learn how to build bee boxes and frames.  It has been such a success that we are going to offer it at least twice in the first quarter of 2012.  Fortunately, our club has the added bonus of having Mike Morrison in the club!  All year, he has been the provider for the clubs woodenware needs.  He has saved all of us time and money when we need new wooden ware.  Mike also helps, by participating in the “Build It” event, by bring wooden ware to Kevin’s place for the folks wanting to buy and build hive boxes and frames.

Boise Bee Ordinance – Numerous dedicated beekeepers in the club worked all year long with Cody Riddle at Boise City Planning and Zoning to better define beekeeping equipment, beekeeping requirements and a standard of proper keeping habits for all beekeepers to maintain. We took on this challenge to make the keeping of bees within the City limits of Boise available to more folks in the community, while at the same time defining sound bee practices which will allow the beekeeper and his or her neighbors to co-exist peacefully.  Hopefully, in 2012 the current ordinance will be amended.  January 9th will be our chance to introduce those changes and try to get them implemented.  PLEASE TRY TO ATTEND THIS MEETING TO SHOW YOUR SUPPORT!



Community Outreach Throughout 2011 - Our club continued its effort to extend our community outreach program by participating in and orchestrating the following events:

April:

 The Honey Store - around 120 club members met at The Honey Store to pick up nuc’s, packages and queens.  We had our first club barbecue at the Honey Store with Kevin Duesman as our head chef.  We had raffle prizes and bee demonstrations as well.  The Honey Store graciously provided 105 nucs/packages for the club to purchase at the end of the barbecue.  A BIG thanks to the Nick and Shiloh Noyes, plus their staff for making the event a great success!  

Golden Bee Inc. and Treasure Valley Queen Company – Jon Millet also helped the club members that needed nucs and queens in 2011.  Jon is going to help us again in 2012 and should be getting me information shortly on what will be available.  A BIG thanks to Jon as well!

36th Street Garden Center -Also, in April, MJ Oresik and Jeff Bergland taught a beginner beekeeping class to customers that signed up at the 36th Street Garden Center to better understand the importance of the honey bee and how to become a beekeeper.

The Muse – This was a fundraising/teaching forum at which, MJ Oresik was able to share her exceptional knowledge about honey bees and her Backyard Beekeeping Co-op concept with 150 folks from the public.


May:
 
 Public Schools - Some of the members in our club taught basic beekeeping classes at the Elementary and Middle School level.  This included two Boise Community Education classes on “Beginner Beekeeping”.  

Apiary Tours – Doug Cleveland, our Nampa Mentor, has been involved annually with opening his apiary up to foreign guests of the State of Idaho’s public schools, corporations, divisions of state government and hospitals. This year one of his guests was Prince Will from Uganda.  On another occasion he had some folks from Thailand stop by for a hive inspection.  Doug gets these opportunities by letting the public schools and local hospitals know that when they have foreign guests or dignitaries visiting their school or hospital, to give him a call and he can set up a hive tour.  Doug has also done hive tours as a raffle prize at Rotary Club Fund Raisers. This might be something others in the club might want to look into. It could be fun!

Global Gardens – Frank Grover took on this project and worked with a refugee farmer from Somalia.  Overall the project went fairly well, but the bees were a bit of a challenge.  Hopefully, they will overwinter well?  The most difficult part of the project for Frank was communicating through a translator, but all in all Frank said he had a wonderful time.

“Green Expo” at the Boise Centre on the Grove (May 14th)– many of our club members manned a booth to talk to the public about beekeeping and show off one of our observation 
hives.  The event was well attended and really promoted Urban Agriculture.

Honey Gold – Doug Cleveland, our Nampa Mentor, spoke with Randy Johnson, the owner of Honey Gold and put together a field trip to his commercial beekeeping plant to observe the process of grafting queen cells.  Kevin Duesman organized the actual trip and had around 15 club members attend the session.  It was a deemed, by all in attendance, to be an excellent field trip!

June: 

Queen Rearing Program – June 24th and 25th -  Steve Sweet, Kevin Duesman, Frank Grover, Dick Knapp, Tony Marker, Lynn Price went up to Washington State University for a demonstration on queen raising and grafting.  In late August, Jeff Bergland drove up to Washington State University and picked up some gentle/hygienic queens from Beth Kahkonen, the Apiary and Lab Manager at WSU and brought them back to Boise.   Steve, Kevin, Frank and Dick are going to begin rearing them in the spring of 2012 and are working on a distribution system for our club members.  At some point in the spring these plans will be disclosed to the club!

July: - The club was busy with their hives and preparing for our big August events.

August:  

Bug Days- August 19th - at the Idaho Botanical Gardens – We had 3 observation hives at the event and a number of club members were present to talk about beekeeping.  The club passed out over 2000 honey sticks, plus they let the kids put on bee suits and veils and learn how to light a smoker.

Western Idaho Fair – August 19th – 28th - this year, in addition to having a booth, our club was asked to create honey and wax judging rules and to form a panel of Judges.  The judges from our club were Tony Marker, Karla Kimball and Dick Knapp.  The honey/wax judging went great and our club really stepped up to help out with over 45 club members volunteering to work the booth!  
 
September - I don’t have actual numbers, but with the late start with this year’s beekeeping season (cold and rainy), I heard that many in the club had a good honey crop in the fall.

October – Time to tuck the girls in for winter!




November & December - Many in the club attended the IHIA Convention at the Red Lion Inn.  We had excellent speakers this year!  Those that could not attend the main convention attended the Hobbyist Session.  Below are the speakers and their topics:
1:00 p.m.  -  Bee Breeding and Selection Criteria – Dr. Steve Sheppard (WSU)
1:30 p.m.  -  “What are You Reading?”  A review of several recent and important research papers about beekeeping – Dr. Steve Sheppard (WSU)
2:00 p.m.  -   Cryopreservation of Honey Bee Semen – Insemination of queens for years to come – Brandon Hopkins (WSU)
3:00 p.m. –   Managing Colonies: Nutrition, Mite Control and Colony Health - Dr. Gordon Wardell, Paramount Farming
In January 2012 the information learned from this event will be shared at our club meeting!

Conclusion:  If there is anyone I failed to mention in the annual report, I apologize and would appreciate a to know immediately so I can give you recognition to everyone in the club.
Also, I want to thank everyone in the club for their help and support this past year!  A special thank you to the Board Members, Mentors and all the clubs Committee Members that worked tirelessly to make our club such a success! 
Sincerely,
Jeff Bergland
Chief Drone
TVBC
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