


TREASURE VALLEY BEEKEEPERS CLUB

January 16th, 2012 – Elks Lodge

Call to Order/Introduction: 

Welcome, pass out the sign-in sheet
Recognition of New Club Members or Guests 
If you aren’t getting club e-mails fill out the sign in sheet

Current Officers: 
Chief Drone: Jeff Bergland
Vice Drone: Tony Marker
Worker Bee: Karla Kimball
Keeper of the Envelope (treasurer): Dick Knapp
Web Queen: MJ Oresik

Elks Lodge – Thanks to Kevin Duesman, John Dahl and Julie Washam

Hive Equipment: Mike Morrision –Update on hive equipment available
 Telescoping tops with inner covers      $28.00
Screened bottom                                   $15.00  some 8 & 10 frame
Cedar bottom boards                            $ 9.50
Cedar tops                                             $10.50
Pine tops                                                $ 8.00  I use them for bottoms and tops of bodies in storage
In hive feeders (hive body)                    $ 6.00 includes caps and ladders
Queen excluders (plastic)                      $ 3.75
Hive bodies (9 5/8)                                 $11.00  8 & 10 frame
Honey suppers (6 5/8)                           $ 9.00  8& 10 frame
Honey containers bears & skeps           $  .75  with lids
Hive frames with foundation                   $ 2.25
Honey frames with foundation                $ 2.00
Honey bee healthy mix                           $  5.00 ½ pint


Election and Vote: Candidates are:

Chief Drone:  	Jeff Bergland
V.P. Bee:   Marcia McChrystal
Worker Bee – Karla Kimball
Keeper of the Envelope (treasurer) -  Marten Vonk
Web Queen: MJ Oresik

Report of Officers:
        Dick Knapp – Treasurer's Report 
        MJ Oresik - Web Page: www.idabees.org – Bee Happy Co-op - 		Membership is $170.00/year for a bee hive in 
your backyard. The beekeeper tends the bees and extracts  the honey. 
			You get half the honey.
	        Ken Price – Membership Information 	




Report of Committees: 

Mentor Committee – What should you be doing?  What should you be ordering?  Steve Sweet/Kevin Duesman/Frank Grover /Doug Cleveland–  ????

Educational Committee – Marcia McChrystal – Stacy Beeles (Cell# 841-1804 Home – 467-0354)
	
Old Business:  Build it and they will come – Jan. 14th– Kevin Duesman
	
Communications and Bills:  Nothing to Report  



INTERMISSION  -  Help out the Elks and grab a beverage or two!



New Business: 
		
The Honey Store will begin taking reservations for nuc’s and packages.	
Idaho Honey Convention Recap-   – Steve Sweet, Frank Grover, Dick Knapp, Doug Cleveland and Emma Arnold	
Blue Mason Bees (See attachment) – Frank Grover

Items to Calendar    

January – order your packages and nuc’s now!  The Honey Store – 208-452-7035
Elections –February – New Committee will take office.  
February – Community Education claases – Jeff Bergland and Kevin Duesman – Classes will be Feb. 8th (6-30-8-30 p.m. at Tmberline H.S). and Feb. 15th (6-30-8-30 p.m. at Hillside H.S.)
Dick Knapp –Queen raising discussion in March 2012 – (Beth from WSU)
The Honey Store – April 14st 2012 (Saturday) at 10:30 a.m. will be the probable club meeting. We will meet in the morning at the Noyes place in Fruitland – club barbecue - Orders can be taken starting January 2nd. Nuc’s $100.00/Packages $80.00 – Receipts will be sent out by the Honey Store to those placing orders in order to make the process more clear for all concerned. If you can’t pick them up at the club meeting in Fruitland at the club barbecue you MUST make arrangements with the Honey Store to hold your nuc/package or they will sell it to someone else.


Next Meeting Date: Feb. 20th,2012  
                     
 
Adjournment 
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The Blue Mason Bee (Osmia lignaria) or Orchard Mason Bee is not only excellent at pollination; he’s fascinating and gentle to have around. He’s a North American native and lives across the United States and throughout Southern Canada. These bees are particularly common to the Pacific Northwest and they pollinate our spring vegetables, fruit trees and flowers. 

The Orchard mason is an attractive little guy with his blue-black coloring and metallic sheen. He’s about 1/3 of an inch long with two pairs of wings. They look less bee-like than their cousins and are often mistaken for flies. The male bees are smaller than the females and have a white, hairy face. 


What Makes Blue Mason Bees Different?

Blue mason bees act like other bees in that they buzz from flower to flower collecting pollen for themselves and their young. As they go about their business, they are happily pollinating your garden veggies, fruit, and flowers. Blue mason bees are the perfect pollinator if you are a small acreage or suburban farmer that doesn’t want to keep honey bee hives. 

These garden helpers are unassuming, non-aggressive, and completely safe to have around your kids and pets. They don’t live in hives; they don’t attack to defend their home, and they don’t make honey. In fact, although they do have a stinger (which is really an egg guide), they rarely use it unless they’re truly pressured like purposely being caught in a person’s hand. So, go ahead and let the kids get up close and personal to get a good look at the bees at work.


Cool Differences Between Blue Mason Bees and Other Bees

The idea of these bees had me so curious, that I did a little searching around. I found out that blue mason bees are solitary in that each female builds her nest by herself. She lays eggs, then seals the nest, and goes about her life. Since there’s no colony or hive, as with other bees (like honey bees or bumble bees), she does this alone. However, Orchard mason bees are attracted to one another so they like to build their nests in a compound situation.

The mason bees have also adapted to cool climates, and can fly about in cold temperatures – even a little rain drizzle doesn’t faze them. Often, you will see them hard at work with pollinating while the honey bees stay inside their hives.

While the mason bee will pollinate nearly anything, they are especially attracted to the stone fruits such as plums, cherries, and peaches. It would seem that they specialize in these plants, but like apple tree blossoms, too. Being solitary by nature, mason bees are shy creatures and, therefore, safe to have around without the fear of being stung. Hey, sign me up!

I also found out that blue mason bees were named because each egg chamber with a tiny “brick” of mud that is used as a divider from the other egg chambers. Hence, “mason” bee. 

After learning all of this, I couldn’t order a little mason bee house fast enough.

If you are as intrigued as I am, you can order a cardboard tube mason bee house at Crown Bees. Follow my Western Blue Mason bee adventure.
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