The Treasure Valley Beekeeper's Club Historical Facts

The club was created on Monday, January 21st, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.  The club planning session took place at:

 Edwards Greenhouse 

4106 Sand Creek Street

Boise, Idaho 83703

208-342-7548

2008

The first Board of Directors for the club (2008) was:

President/Queen – Renae Woodard

Vice-President — Kevin Duesman

Secretary —MJ Oresik

Treasurer — Steve Sweet

Webmaster — Mary Jane Oresik

Forum Master-Ken Price

In 2008, the Club had an e-mail roster of 46 members, in addition to a number of hobbyists, which includes Nick Noyes, Jonathan Millet, Joe Leckie and Bill Ahaus.

Bylaws were finalized in the later portion of the 2008 calendar year.

In addition to the regular meetings, on April 12, 2008, approximately 25 club members were treated to a tour of Noyes Apiaries, in Fruitland, ID. Nick demonstrated hive manipulation and provided a tour of the facilities. A number of individuals purchased nuc’s from Noyes Apiaries.  The Club has developed a swarm call list that is centrally coordinated by Ken Price. Approximately 150 swarm calls were fielded during the spring of 2008.

Initially, the club had a surplus of $112.88 in the treasury. The money was raised by the voluntary passing of the hat at an initial meeting, plus proceeds from raffles held during the monthly meetings and generous gifts by Club members.

Also, in 2008, the following notation was made in the annual report: “As a Club officer, I would like to express our sincere appreciation to the Idaho Honey Industry Association for the excellent programs in both 2007 and 2008, for the enthusiastic support in getting organized, for conducting the field tour, along with selling member’s nucs and mated queens.”

2009

The second Board of Directors for 2009 was:

President - Steve Sweet 

Vice- President – Kevin Duesman

Secretary – Mary Jane Oresik

Treasurer – Emma Arnold

Web Master – Mary Jane Oresik

Forum Master – Ken Price


In 2009 the club’s membership grew to a total of 89.  The clubs assets grew to $300.00 due to raffles and fundraisers.  

Also, in 2009, John and Dorine Taggart donated a 4-frame, hand crank extractor to the club and it was made available to the members for a rental fee of $5.00.  Roger Rosentreter donated a binocular microscope to be used for Nosema spp. identification.  Kevin Duesman commissioned the creation of a Club Banner and made a generous donation during the Bug Days activity.

2010

The Board of Directors for 2010 was:

President – Steve Sweet

Vice-President – Kevin Duesman

Secretary – Renae Woodard

Treasurer – Emma Arnold

Web Queen – Mary Jane Oresik

Forum Master – Ken Price

In 2010, it was decided by the Board, for the first time, that dues would be collected in the amount of $10.00 for individual and $15.00 for a family.

2011

The Board of Directors for 2011 was:

President – Jeff Bergland

Vice-President – Tony Marker

Secretary – Karla Kimball

Treasurer – Dick Knapp

Web Queen – Mary Jane Oresik

Forum Master – Ken Price

It was decided by the Board of Directors that we would maintain a Swarm List, Back Yard – Bee Co-op List and Mentors that would inspect hives.  However, in order to receive these benefits you must be current on your annual dues.

Urban Beekeeping hit center stage in 2011 and the Boise City Planning and Zoning. Steve Sweet and Kevin Duesman to serve on the Boise City Urban Agricultural Committee and assist in revising the Apiculture section of the Zoning Ordinance.

We finished 2011 with over 200 registered members in the club.

2012

The Board of Directors for 2011 was:

President – Jeff Bergland

Vice-President – Marcia McChrystal

Secretary – Karla Kimball

Treasurer – Dick Knapp

Web Queen – Mary Jane Oresik

Forum Master – Ken Price

