TREASURE VALLEY BEEKEEPERS 
January 16, 2012 

Boise, Idaho 

Items of Business: 

1. Introductions and welcome by Jeff Bergland, Chief Drone. 
2. Thanks to the Elk’s for hosting our meetings.  Please support the Elk’s by purchasing beverages before the meeting and during our break. 
3. New members to the TVBK were introduced. 
4. Benefits of joining TVBK were discussed:  hive rental, mentor access, hive inspection, support, swarm list access, backyard beekeepers co-op, etc. 
5. Introduction of the new website, idabees.org will be the new form of communication. Pls. check the website often for club updates, events, community events, etc.   Also, be sure to check the website for photos about TVBK. 
6. Strong suggestion for all beeks to attend the upcoming city council meeting at 6:00 p.m. on February 6th at the State Capital to show your support of hobby beekeeping. This affects all hobby beekeepers. Check the website for details and reminders from the Chief Drone. 
7. Commercial beekeepers will again be supplying nucs and packages this spring: The Honey Store (Fruitland) and Millet Apiary (Marsing).  See Jeff about ordering yours, info also on the website.  All are welcome to the April meeting for the club BBQ, at the same time picking up nucs and packages. 

8. Raffle tickets given to new-bees for chance to win prizes. 

9. Elections:  Chief Drone, Vice Drone, Worker bee, Website bee, Treasurer. All elected for a second term. 

10. TVBK hats for sale. See Dick for purchases. 
11. Treasury report:  Dick presented current state of club’s finances.  

12. TVBK “contact us” on website sends emails to MJ.  She will disperse/forward e-mails as necessary. 
13. Be sure to visit the website and participate in the forum for general topics, education, Q&A discussion, etc.  We encourage everyone, especially new beekeepers, to post questions on the forum for answers and information.   Ken Price will preside over this portion of the website.   

14. Introduction of Mike Morrison.  Please contact Mike for woodenware and hive supplies.  His contact information is listed on the website. 

15. We encourage everyone to wear their TVBK hat WORLDWIDE and submit photos to the club for the website. There may be prizes for the best/most creative photo.
16. Emma, Dick, Steve, Frank gave mentor-updates from IHIA conference.   
a. Emma:  pesticides/fungicides effects on hobby beekeepers, bee disease, bee development, beeswax, and damage to bees. 

b. Frank: keeping colony numbers up, concerns and factors with small hives, strong colonies making more honey and over-wintering your bees better.  
i. Feeding in the spring can help “trick” the queen into laying eggs earlier. Feeding under times of stress: during heavy mite loads and/or in the fall of the year.
ii. Benefits of keeping at least two hives. 

c. Doug: Bee-vac for capturing swarms and a carrier for transporting bees, best places to keep your hives. Recommendations on beekeeping books, specifically recommending The Beekeepers Lament (by an Idaho author).  Check out the Walter T. Kelly website for details of beekeeping.    
i. Division of Plant Industries, Jody Ellis, collecting samples from Idaho beekeepers for pollen analysis, what is growing in Idaho, and what bees are consuming. 

ii. Offered his beeyard for tours when weather permits. 

17. Raffles winners announced. 
18. Recap from Build It and They Will Come worshop last Saturday.  March 10th, Kevin (and helpers) will host another workshop.  Thanks, Kevin, for hosting this.
19. Frank Grover teaching a beginning beekeepers class on January 24th, cost is $15. Sign-up is required. 
20. Jeff and Kevin will be teaching a community education class this spring.  Check the website for details, as well as the community education website/brochure.  

21. Dick will be talking on queen raising at the next meeting.  

22. Steve:  What You Should Be Doing NOW:  Maple trees will start releasing pollen first part of February into spring (weather permitting).  Be ready to feed your bees when the trees bloom. 
23. Dick briefly discussed HopGuard, its uses, when to use it.  
24. Meeting adjourned.  Next meeting will be February 20, 2012 @ 7pm, Elk’s Lodge, Boise.

