Treasure Valley Beekeepers Club Meeting - May 2026
Meridian Senior Center

Started at 6:33pm

Welcome Announcements

Seven new people joined the May meeting. They found out about our club from our website.
Call out for new leaders think about it for the upcoming term.

Hive hardware for the taking....needs a bit of TLC.

JohnBoy has donated buckets to club members. See him is you need some.

FLC Workshop - May 30, 2026 10am to Noon

Ben will teach how to keep bees. New members are encouraged to attend the FLC to learn
more about beekeeping. There will be mite testing demonstrations this weekend.

June 20th will be another experience for you to learn about mites at Jim’s.

Volunteer Opportunities Upcoming

See Ann for more info.

Kin June 4th to September 4th - First Thursday of the month. 4-9pm (3/4 volunteers needed)

999 W Main St Suite P101, Boise, ID 837029

Franz Witte Bee Festival
June 13 9am-3pm (All Day Volunteers to man the table will be needed) 6-8 people will be

needed: Three people per shift; there will be two shifts. 9 to noon and 1-3pm.

20005 11th Ave N, Nampa, ID 83687



Victory Greens Honey Bee Festival

June 27th, 9am to 3pm; second year for us....

4975 S Meridian Rd, Meridian, ID 83642

National Honey Bee Day
August 8, 2026 -Saturday at Boise State University

We will host two bee researchers from Oregon State University Beekeeping program.

1700 W University Dr, Boise, ID 83725

Western Idaho Fair

See Ruth for more info.

21st to 30th August

The day you volunteer at the fair, you will receive a ticket for your entry to the fair.

There is free parking.

Talks:

1. Managing Booming Hives etc.. - Jeftf Hall - thank you for leading this in the absence of
Rena. Rena has a pet emergency. We hope all is well with her pet.

How to manage growing hives at this time of the year?

Why do we want to do this? They can swarm.

Try equalizing hives...making hives identical in strength.

Try a split on your hive if you don’t have another hive to equalize with.



Try a Newspaper combine...if you have a weak hive without a queen you can combine it
with a stronger hive.

Try Checkerboarding. This will encourage the bees make more honey and draw out comb,
lay eggs...etc...!

Check your supers!

Start a nuc if your hive is booming because if the queen genetics are good, this will be
another strong hive in the future.

Make sure you have enough equipment to handle a booming hive.

Also use this time as an opportunity to draw comb.

2. Maximizing Honey Production - Melinda

6001bs from 5/6 hives - Melinda as has this honey yield in 2025.

How do you get this amount of honey from your hives?

A High population of bees and high nectar availability in May is the most amount of nectar
for bee to forage on in Boise, so promote healthy foragers that can collect more nectar to
make honey.

Try to Prevent swarming....this will take a way half of your population and will reduce your
honey amount

Try Switching out queens. Removing a booming hive queen and putting her in a nuc and
replace with a new queen that is laying more brood will produce more honey.

Get the bees to fill up drawn comb. This is another way to get more honey since they do not
have to use their energy and resources to draw out come but rather use the comb to store

foraged nectar.



Organize your honey frames from your brood frames. Take good care of frames that have
lighter comb for honey storage. Separate frames by light to dark wax.

Put nine frames in the super instead of 10 and space them evenly. Harvesting the honey
from built hour 9 frames is easier to cut the comb.

Invest in a mechanical spinner....it is helpful

Control your mites and the bees will have energy to forage rather than fighting the mites.
Inspect your hives and add additional frames when they are at 70% full.

Don’t over inspect your hives in the honey flow...you can possibly kill the queen and/or
disturb what they are doing.

Rotate the empty frames with filled frames.

Holes in the honey supers help the bees not have to travel all the way from the entrance to
the super.

Use a queen excluder because it is easier when harvesting

When harvesting honey, use the Bee Gone to have the bees vacate the super. Bee Gone
works with the sun....5 to 10 minutes...moves 95% of them into the main body of the hive.
3. Swarm Stories - Dave Pook

Showed pics and shared stories of swarms he has caught.

He crowds his hive....but cages his queen cells to get free queens.

He collects swarms...if you need help, call him.

Breakout out 7:34pm to 7:58 meeting ends.

Raffle Begins.



